COMPUTER ADVERT 
The scenario below sets the scene for the questions that follow.
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The Computer Literacy learners have been asked to work with

Mr Nda to set up a computer centre at the local community hall.


Mr Nda sees the following advertisements for a desktop computer and a notebook (laptop) computer:

	DESKTOP COMPUTER
	NOTEBOOK COMPUTER
	

	Intel Core2Duo E7400 1.8 GHz
	1.16 GHz dual core CPU
	

	320 GB Seagate SATAII HDD
	15.4" BrightView LCD
	

	2 GB DDR2 800 MHz RAM
	2 GB DDR2 memory
	

	512 MB GeForce 9500GT graphics
	250 GB hard drive
	

	LG 22X DVD writer
	DVD writer
	

	Intel Pearl Creek G31 MBD
	Built-in webcam
	

	Wireless mouse
	Wireless networking
	

	Ergonomic keyboard
	Windows 7 Home Basic
	

	Chassis with front USB and 350W PSU
	One year collect-and-return warranty
	

	Extras: PCI-Express slot
	
	

	
	
	
	

	1
	What is the speed of the notebook computer's processor?
	(1)

	2
	Both computers have DVD writers, but Mr Nda has many CDs.
	

	
	Give TWO reasons for buying a DVD writer rather than a CD writer.
	(2)



3 The desktop computer has a high-end graphics card as opposed to the standard graphics controller that comes with the notebook computer.

	
	Name TWO uses or applications where a high-performance graphics card
	

	
	would be needed or used.
	(2)

	4
	The desktop computer includes a wireless mouse.
	

	
	State ONE disadvantage of having a wireless mouse.
	(1)


5 Mr Nda needs your advice on choosing either desktop or notebook computers. Refer to the community centre and the given advertisements when answering the questions below.

	5.1
	Name ONE feature of the notebook computer in the advertisement
	

	
	that would encourage him to buy it.
	

	
	In your answer, include a suitable motivation for the feature you give,
	

	
	in terms of using this computer in the community centre.
	(2)

	5.2
	State ONE advantage of a desktop computer over a notebook
	

	
	computer.
	

	
	In your answer, include a suitable motivation for the advantage you
	

	
	give, in terms of using the computer in the community centre.
	(2)
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	6
	Mr Nda has heard that people do not like to work on slow computers.
	

	
	Name TWO common hardware components that can be upgraded to increase
	

	
	the performance of a computer, excluding any peripheral devices.
	(2)

	7
	Somebody gave Mr Nda a laser printer for the community centre.
	

	
	7.1
	Mr Nda tried to print to the printer which was switched on, but the
	

	
	
	printer did not print.
	

	
	
	Name TWO of the checks he must carry out before calling in a
	

	
	
	technician.
	(2)

	
	7.2
	What can Mr Nda do with the used toner cartridges so that the
	

	
	
	environment will not be damaged?
	(2)

	8
	Mr Nda wishes to scan documents.
	

	
	State TWO advantages of buying a multifunction device rather than a scanner
	

	
	on its own.
	(2)


9 Mr Nda wishes to buy a digital camera for the community centre. In an advertisement, he saw that the camera resolution was incorrectly listed as 12 dpi.

	9.1
	Name the correct unit to measure the resolution of images taken by
	

	
	a digital camera.
	(1)

	9.2
	Give an example of where dpi is used as a specification.
	(1)

	9.3
	What effect does a low resolution have on a digital image?
	(1)


10 Many members of the community who use cellphones to take photos do not have the necessary cables to plug their cellphones into a USB port to download the pictures.

	
	Solve this problem by suggesting TWO other ways in which they could
	

	
	download photos from a cellphone or smartphone to a notebook computer.
	(2)

	11
	A donor has donated two iPads to the community centre.
	

	
	State TWO advantages that tablets such as an iPad would have over
	

	
	notebook computers for the users of the community centre.
	(2)

	
	
	[25]


